GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT
TADONG, GANGTOK

NQ. 45 /SCH/SWD/2026 Date: 07/07 /2026

NOTICE

This is to inform all concerned that the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment,
Government of India, has prescribed a classification framework for scholarship schemes with
the objective of promoting policy clarity, preventing duplication of benefits, and ensuring
uniform implementation across scholarship programmes.

Accordingly, the scholarship schemes have been categorized into the following two categories
with the approval of the competent authority:

1. Merit-Based Scholarship Schemes:

Scholarships granted on the basis of academic performance, ranking, or achievements in
competitive/qualifying examinations, with the objective of rewarding excellence and promoting
merit. The National Means-cum- Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS), Central Sector Scheme of
Scholarships for College and University Students, Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired
Research (INSPIRE) etc. fall under this category.

2. Welfare-Based Scholarship Schemes:

Scholarships providing financial support to students belonging to identified communities,
categories, or socio-economic groups to reduce financial hardship and promote equity. The Pre-
Matric and Post-Matric Scholarship Schemes for SC, ST, OBC and Minority students fall under
this category.

It has further been clarified that, under the revised policy framework, an eligible
student/applicant may avail one Merit-Based Scholarship in addition to one or more Welfare-
Based Scholarships, subject to fulfillment of the eligibility conditions prescribed under the
respective scheme guidelines.

The above classification framework shall be applicable to Central Sector Schemes and Centrally
Sponsored Schemes of the Government of India.
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The list of Classified Scholarship Schemes is given below:

Ministry/Department

Scheme Name

Scheme type

enclosed)

Top Class I:ducation for SCs

Merit-Ba-ed

Scheme for Residential Education for Studentd
in High Schools in Targeted Areas

Department of Social Justice and(SHRESHTA ) Scheme.
Empowerment (Ministry OM i

Model I-Merit
Based

Mode-II-
Welfare-Based

Pre-Matric Scholarship for OBCs. EBCs and
DNT students.

Welfare-Based

Post-Matric Scholarship for OBCs. EBCs and
DNT students studying in India.

Welfare-Based

EBCs and DNTs.

Top Class Education in Colleges for OBCs, Merit-Based
EBCs and DNTs.
Top Class Education in Schools for OBCs, Merit-Based

Scholarships for Higher | ducation for Young
Achievers Scheme (SHREYAS)(OBC).

Merit-Based

Schemes for Economic Empowerment of DNTs
(SEED).

Weltare-Based

Pre- Matric Scholarship for SC students

Welftare-Based

Post-Matric Scholarship for SC students

Weltare-Based
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Welfare-Based
Scholarship for Transgender students

: A Welfare-Based
Pre Matric for (lasses 11X & X EHare-tase

Post Matric for Classes XI to Post Graduate Welfare-Based
Degree Diploma

lFor Graduate and Post-Graduate .
) Welfare-Based
Department of Empowerment 01[)L‘gl‘Cl‘/DlDl()lTlEl
Persons with Disabilities
(Divyangjan) (Ministry OM igFor Master's  Degree Ph.D.in Universities | Welfare-Based
enclosed) abroad

. o Welfare-Based
For M.Phil and Ph.D.in Indian Universities N

For recruitment examinations to Group A.B &
amp: C Services and entrance examination for Welfare-Based
admission to technical and professional
courses)

Welfare-Based
Pre-Matric Scholarship for ST Students EHAIEcDESS

5 : . . . Welfare-Based
Ministry of Tribal Affairs (OM |Post-Matric Scholarship for ST Students

related to classification of
Scheme is enclosed)

National Fellowship and Scholarship for | Merit-Based
Higher Education of ST Students

National Overseas Scholarship for ST | Merit-Based
Students(NOS)

ICAR-Junior Research Fellowship (JRF)
Senior Research Fellowship (SRF) for Ph.D.
programmes

Merit-Based

ICAR Postgraduate Scholarship (ICAR-PGS) Merit-Based
Ministry of Agriculture ICAR) |for Postgraduate programmes.
(letter is enclosed)

1ICAR-National Talent Scholarship (NTS) for Merit-Based
UG and PG students

Merit-cum-Means  Scholarship  for UG
students belonging to economically weaker
sections

Welfare-Based

Post-Matric ~ Scholarship  for UG students Welfare-Bas
belonging to Scheduled  Caste(SC)and SlignesBased
Scheduled Tribe (ST) categories

Ministry of Labour &
Empowerment (OM related to | Financial Assistance for Education to the Welfare-Based
classification of Scheme is
enclosed)

Wards of Beedi/Cine IOMC/ LSDM workers
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Department of Higher Educatior ZT\;I-lIJbiPh(?SSS.(E‘L‘nlrul Sector -Schc‘mc ‘of |
(OM related to classification of’ cholarship for College and University Students)
Scheme is enclosed)

Merit-Based

PM-USP-SSSJKL (Special Scholarship Scheme for Merit-Based
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh)

Department of School

Education and Literacy (OM [National Means cum Merit Scholarship Schemes (NMMSS) Merit-Based
related to classification of

Scheme is enclosed)

i i ti INSPIRE-SHE)
Ministry of Science and INSPIRE Scholarship for Higher Educati (

Technology (OM related to
classification of scheme is
enclosed)

Merit-Based

ini it-Based
Ministry of New and Renewable ;1o Scholarship under National Renewable Energy Mert

(OM relgted to classification of Fellowship component of HRD Schemes
Scheme is enclosed).

By Order
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