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Tribute to Bhagwan Birsa Munda

Bhagwan Birsa Munda (1875-1900) was one of India's greatest tribal freedom fighters,
social reformers, and spiritual leaders. Born in Ulihatu village in present-day Jharkhand,
Birsa Munda dedicated his life to protecting the rights, culture, and identity of tribal
communities. From a young age, he witnessed the exploitation of tribal people by
colonial authorities and landlords, which inspired him to lead a movement against

oppression and injustice.

He organized the historic Ulgulan (The Great Tumult) movement, advocating for tribal
rights, self-governance, and social reforms. His teachings emphasized self-respect,
education, unity, and preservation of indigenous traditions. Though he passed away at
the young age of 25, his sacrifice and leadership left an enduring legacy. In recognition
of his immense contribution to the nation, the Government of India celebrates his birth
anniversary on 15 November every year as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas (Tribal Pride Day).

Janjatiya Garima Utsav Celebration 2026

(0]

H=
o
(<]

op




Under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India, the Janjatiya Garima Utsav
2026 was celebrated with great enthusiasm as part of the “Birsa Lives in New Bharat
Week" at Lok Bhavan, Gangtok, Sikkim.

The programme was graced by the Hon'ble Governor of Sikkim, Shri Om Prakash
Mathur, who participated as the Chief Guest in a special dialogue session. The Hon'ble
Minister of Social Welfare Department, Government of Sikkim, Shri Samdup Lepcha,
was also present as a special guest on the occasion.

The programme was organized by the Scholarship Section of the Social Welfare
Department, Government of Sikkim, in accordance with the directives of the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, Government of India. The primary objective of the event was to
facilitate direct interaction between the Hon'ble Governor and beneficiaries of the Post-
Matric Scholarship Scheme belonging to Scheduled Tribes (ST). The dialogue session
aimed to motivate students to pursue higher education and encourage their active
participation in the vision of a “Viksit Bharat” (Developed India)2047.

More than 60 tribal students, along with District Welfare Officers and District Nodal
Officers from all six districts of Sikkim, attended the programme. During the event, Mrs.
Sarika Pradhan, Secretary, Social Welfare Department, delivered a detailed presentation
on the Pre-Matric and Post-Matric Central Sponsored Scholarship Schemes for SC, ST,
OBC, and EBC students. She informed the gathering that the Pre-Matric (Classes IX—X)
and Post-Matric (Class XI onwards) scholarship schemes for ST students are
implemented in the state through a funding pattern shared between the Central and
State Governments in a 90:10 ratio. The dialogue session provided students with a
valuable platform to directly interact with the Hon'ble Governor. Students raised
concerns and suggestions regarding the timely disbursement of scholarships,
simplification of the online application process, revision of income eligibility limits, and
enhancement of scholarship amounts. The Governor attentively listened to their
concerns and shared his own experiences and guidance. He instructed departmental
officials to identify and address technical issues affecting scholarship delivery, ensuring
that no deserving student is deprived of educational opportunities and benefits.
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In his address, the Hon'ble Governor paid tribute to Bhagwan Birsa Munda and
highlighted his significant contributions to tribal empowerment and social justice. He
encouraged the youth to actively participate in nation-building and emphasized that
education remains the most effective tool for empowerment and community
development. He also advocated for organizing such awareness programme on a
larger scale.

The Governor stated that the Janjatiya Garima Utsav is not merely an event but a
celebration of the glorious history, struggles, culture, and aspirations of tribal
communities. Referring to the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047 envisioned by Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, he remarked that India's development would be
complete only when every section of society is empowered and prosperous. He
emphasized that the tribal community is increasingly becoming an integral part of the
nation's development journey through the principles of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas, and Sabka Prayas.

The Governor further noted that the Hon'ble Prime Minister has accorded
unprecedented recognition to the contributions of tribal communities by bringing
national attention to many unsung tribal heroes. He highlighted the historic decision
to celebrate Bhagwan Birsa Munda's birth anniversary as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas every
year on 15 November, describing it as a significant step toward honoring tribal heritage
and identity. The Governor also spoke about the sacrifices, leadership, and social
reform initiatives of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, which earned him a revered place in tribal
society. He urged students to imbibe Birsa Munda's ideals of self-respect, courage,
education, and service to society and contribute meaningfully to the creation of a New
India.
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Addressing the students, the Governor emphasized that scholarship schemes are not
merely financial assistance but a reflection of the Government's trust in the potential
and future of young learners. He further remarked that true development lies not only
in embracing modernity but also in preserving one's roots, traditions, and cultural
heritage. He encouraged the youth to take pride in their identity while adopting
modern education and technology.

As part of the programme, laptops were distributed to all the DNOs of six districts for
their outstanding performance. Gyalshing District was declared the Best Overall
Performing District for the year 2025-2026. Namchi District was awarded for receiving
the highest number of scholarship applications, and the Best Performing District Nodal
Officer.

The programme was attended by Shri Jitendra Singh Raje, Commissioner cum Secretary
to the Governor, senior officials of the Social Welfare Department, teachers, District
Welfare Officers, District Nodal Officers, and a highest number of Pre and Post Matric
Students from Scheduled Tribes of different colleges and universities were present.

The celebration concluded on a positive and inspiring note, reaffirming the
Government's commitment to educational empowerment, tribal welfare, and the vision
of an inclusive and developed India.

L)
=
W

(0]

op




THE PICTURES OF THE EVENT:

L

“BIRSA LIVES IN NEW BHARAT WEEK”

CELEBRATION OF
JANJATIYA GARIMA UTSAV, 2026
SPECIAL INTERACTIVE SESSION OF BEMGEICIARIES OF
POST MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP FOR SCHEDL s IS STUDENTS

WITH ’ - A
HON’BLE GOVER
ORGAH r

‘e-29th May 2026
e-11 AM onwards
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Students interacting with the Hon’ble Governor of Sikkim
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The students with the Hon’ble Governor of Sikkim and Officials of Social
Welfare Department at Lok Bhawan, Gangtok, Sikkim
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The attendees of the event are as follows:

SI. No | Name Designation

1 Shri. Om Prakash Mathur Hon’ble Governor of Sikkim

2 Shri. Samdup Lepcha Hon’ble Minister of Social Welfare
Department

3 Shri. Jitendra Singh Raje, IAS Commissioner cum Secretary to The
Governor of Sikkim

4 Mrs. Sarika Pradhan, IAS Secretary, Social Welfare Department

5 Shri. Krishna Chandra Sharma Principal Chief Engineer

6 Mrs. Bandana Chettri, SCS Special Secretary

7 Shri. Thinlay Gyatso Chankapa Chief Engineer

8 Mrs. Kabita Subba Joint Secretary

9 Mrs. Rituja R. Gajmer Chief Accounts Officer

10 Shri. Vaishnav Gajmer Joint Director, IT

11 Mr. Namgyal Lepcha Under Secretary

12 Miss. Srijana Karkidholi Assistant Director, IT

13 Shri. Ganga Prasad Sharma Joint Director

14 Shri. Ganesh Thapa Sr. Welfare Officer, Mangan

15 Mrs. Prativa Tamang Sr. Welfare Officer, Soreng
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16 Shri. Sonam Dadul Bhutia Welfare Officer, Namchi

17 Shri. Roshan Sharma Welfare Officer, Gyalshing

18 Mrs. Suneeta Dahal Welfare Officer, Pakyong

19 Karma Chemi Bhutia Assistant Programmer, IT

20 Miss. Samieekcha Subba District Nodal Officer, Gangtok
21 Miss. Puspa Rai District Nodal Officer, Namchi
22 Mr. Thuzang Rigden Gyatso Bhutia District Nodal Officer, Gyalshing
23 Mr. Tshering Lepcha District Nodal Officer, Mangan
24 Mr. Krishna Rai District Nodal Officer, Pakyong
25 Mrs. Joshna Rai District Nodal Officer, Soreng
26 Miss. Roshni Pradhan Welfare Inspector

27 Mr. Tsewang Tobden Bhutia Welfare Inspector

28 Miss. Tshering Uden Lepcha Welfare Inspector

29 Mrs. Goma Sharma Statistical Investigator

30 Mrs. Meena Gurung LDC

31 Miss. Nimkit Lepcha Office Assistant

32 Miss. Priyata Baraily Office Assistant

33 Mrs. Binita Gurung Office Assistant
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34 Mrs. Sangeeta Chettri Office Attendant
35 Mrs. Yanki Lepcha Office Attendant
36 Miss. Chemmi Bhutia Student
37 Miss. Chung Chung Bhutia Student
38 Miss. Chung Mith Lepcha Student
39 Mr. DORJEE ONGMU BHUTIA Student
40 Mr. Kinchuk Gyaltsen Bhutia Student
41 Mr. Kunsyel Chukey Lepcha Student
42 Miss. Lezum Lepcha Student
43 Miss. Lingzimit Lepcha Student
a4 Miss. Mingma Lhamu Bhutia Student
45 Miss. Mingyur Tamang Student
46 Miss. Namphung Subba Student
a7 Miss. Neelam Lepcha Student
48 Miss. Nikila Sherpa Student
49 Mr. RINCHEN DORJEE BHUTIA Student
50 Mr. Roland Lepcha Student
51 Miss. Seema Sherpa Student
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52 Miss. Sonam Dolma Bhutia Student
53 Mr. Sonam Gyaltsen Lepcha Student
54 Miss. Sonam Palmu Bhutia Student
55 Miss. Sosongmit Lepcha Student
56 Miss. Tshering Yangden Lachungpa Student
57 Miss. TSHIMI BHUTIA Student
58 Miss. YANCHEN TAMANG Student
59 Miss. Yangchen Lhamu Bhutia Student
60 Mr. Yesher Bhutia Student
61 Mr. Jedidah Lepcha Student
62 Miss. Phungkha Daimari Student
63 Hibu Dolya Student
64 Miss. Nancy Tatin Student
65 Mr. Nim Tshering Sherpa Student
66 Mr. Sonam Tamang Student
67 Mr. Bardhan Hang Limboo Student
68 Miss. Chewang Doma Bhutia Student
69 Miss. Reep Jum Lepcha Student
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70 Miss. Rojan Limboo Student
71 Miss. Pema Diki Bhutia Student
72 Mr. Pemba Tshering Tamang Student
73 Miss. Hangsora Limboo Student
74 Mr. Nimzay Lepcha Student
75 Miss. Chandra Joti Limboo Student
76 Miss. Nancy Sherpa Student
77 Miss. Sonam Diki Bhutia Student
78 Mr. Ongchen Lepcha Student
79 Mr. Chumden Lepcha Student
80 Mr. Pema Dorjee Tamang Student
81 Mr. Neelain Subba Student
82 Miss. Kessang Euden Bhutia Student
83 Miss. Laden Lha Bhutia Student
84 Mr. Tshuden Tamang Student
85 Mr. Nim Tshering sherpa Student
86 Miss. Salina Limboo Student
87 Mr. Tshering Topden Bhutia Student
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88 Miss. Mayalmit Lepcha Student
89 Miss. Dawki Lepcha Student
90 Miss. Diki sherpa Student
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